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Winchmore Hill United Reformed Eco-Church 
 

The Season of Creation is an annual, international, ecumenical initiative.  It starts on 
1st September, the Day of Prayer for Creation, and ends on 4th October, the Feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology.  The theme for 2023 is Let Justice and 
Peace Flow. 

 

The Prophet Amos cried out, “Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing 
stream!” (Amos 5: 24) and so we are called to join the river of justice and peace, to take up climate 
and ecological justice, and to speak out with and for communities most impacted by climate injustice 
and the loss of biodiversity.  As the people of God, we must work together on behalf of all Creation, 
as part of that mighty river of peace and justice. 1 

 

 
Minister Emeritus, Sheila Maxey, lives in Brentwood where she was minister 
before becoming the URC Secretary for Ecumenical Affairs and Moderator of 
General Assembly.  Her regular column in Reform is always warm, personal and 
insightfully spiritual and it seemed to Jim that her thoughts in the last issue 
resonate with the season of creation and our holiday reminiscences and add a 
dimension to them:  

  

Recently I spent three days at the Othona Community on the Essex marshes, walking and bird-
watching.  Experiences in those days offered me much needed consolation and hope (following the 
closure of her home church for some 60 years.)   
 

One walk began at Bradwell power station, which is now decommissioned and has a large, hopeful 
nesting box on top.  We stood quietly for ages, craning our necks, peering through our binoculars 
when, suddenly she emerged – a beautiful, golden peregrine falcon.  Her huge wings spread, she 
did a fly-past, glorious against the blue sky.   
 

‘Wait for the Lord, whose day is near: wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart.’  (Taizé) 
 

Listen to it hear: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LuKQxL-e4g 
 

We then walked for four miles along the sea wall.  After about three miles of slow walking, the tide 
had begun to recede and had left some shore pools behind.  In one, from a distance, we saw three 
large black and white birds.  Oyster catchers, perhaps.   

 
1 https://seasonofcreation.org/  
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Our expert set up his telescope and I heard him say, “Surely not!”  We finally got near enough and, 
lo and behold, they were avocets!  Three beautiful birds, scooping up water with their long, curved 
beaks.  The expert said, “But avocets never come to Bradwell.” 
 

‘Stop dwelling on past events and brooding over days gone by.  I am about to do something new; 
this moment it will unfold.’  (Prophet Isaiah 43:19) 

 

On the last morning we drove to Danbury Common Wood.   Our expert hoped for nightingales.  We 
climbed away from the cars and stood in the midst of the tress, stilling our bodies, minds and hearts.  
We were surrounded by birdsong and our expert quietly introduced to the birds.  Then, as we stood 
listening, a marvellous liquid song of great length and beauty soared above all the others; it was a 
nightingale and the song was followed by another – and another. 
 

‘The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life,’ 
Jesus said.  (John 4:14) 

 
Prepare for the Season of Creation 2023 with Churches Together in England 

 

Video clip - just under two minutes: https://cte.org.uk/season-of-creation-2023/   
 

   

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
in Church at 10.30 a.m. followed by tea/coffee and conversations 

 

September:  
 

  3rd   Rev Martin Legg, Convenor of our URC Area Group and long-standing friend of the church, 
will conduct worship, including Holy Communion.  
 

10th   The Elders using Martin Wells’ service for the Local Area Group and focused on chapter 3 in 
the Bible book of Ruth. 

 

 24th  Rev Dr Emmanuel Frimpong making another welcome visit to lead a traditional ‘preaching  
 service’. 

 

October:  

 

   8th  Tony Davies, one of the leadership team at Tottenham High Cross URC, but who lives locally, 
will conduct the service. 
 

 15th   Nancy Hands from Trinity Church, Enfield will be leading in worship - a Methodist and United 
Reformed Church ‘Local Ecumenical Partnership’ formed in 1983 by the union of Enfield Methodist 
Church and St Paul’s URC. 
 

17th                     All ages will celebrate together with the Scouts on ‘Parade’.  Laura Marlow            
                             from our Lancaster Road church will lead us. 
 

1st                                         Chris  Hall, Local Leader from Ponders End URC, will join us to mark      
                                               our history of at least 281 years. 
 

https://cte.org.uk/season-of-creation-2023/
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22nd   Michaela Lawrence from Christ Church URC on Chase Side will lead us in a traditional 
‘preaching service’.   
 

29th   To be confirmed but probably led by Elders, completing Martin Wells’ series about Ruth 
 

November: 
 

   5th  Rev James Fields is Convenor of the Synod Pastoral Committee and our Minister in Northwood, 
Hillingdon.  We are pleased that he is returning to lead worship, including Holy Communion.   
 

Flowers during September and October will be given for us to remember Lorraine Shaw and her 
family; by Dawn for Amie and Helena; by Beryl Leach for Ken Sharples; and by Lesley Williams for 
Dilys Williams, Aunt Dil.   
 

 

 
CHURCH NEWS FOLLOWS 
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Beavers May Pole Dance on 1st July, postponed from 1st May.  A good crowd gathered on The Green 
in warm sunshine to enjoy the polished performance of Maypole Dancing by the Beavers. 
 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Heathrow to Paddington’, on 7th and 8th July by the Compton  Players with St Paul’s. 
 

A thoroughly enjoyable evening of arrivals and departures beginning with a comedy of rekindling 
friendship after several years apart.  This was followed by Agatha Christie’s short play for radio, 
‘Butter Served in a Lordly Dish’, in which lawyer, Sir Luke Enderby, meets a grisly end when the case 
of a serial killer whom he had convicted comes back with a vengeance.  A couple of snap shots will 
remind readers of our star performers. 
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Pastorate Summer Outing   
 

On Saturday, 15th July, the weather was ‘touch and go’ but we went ahead with our short trip to 
Town Park.  All participants, mainly friends from Palmers Green as a number of WH folk were on 
holiday (Ed.), were asked to meet at the 329-bus stop in Enfield Town outside Cecil Court/St. Anne’s 
School at 11 am.  Everyone arrived in good time and we set off along Essex Road towards the park.  
At the gates we stopped to look at the posters displayed as one photograph was of exercises taking 
place in the large hall at PGURC!   We then took the path to our left towards the New River while 
looking for a set of trees planted in a heart shape which Jean Alderman had pointed out, was 
designed to remember the people who had died during the COVID years.  (See ‘Enfield Living 
Memorial’ below.)  The memorial was quite interesting as we walked around it and then had a group 
photo taken.  A nice lady walking her ‘bichon’ dog offered to do it for us.   

 
A few of the men decided to walk along the New River and others walked out to the road.  We met 
up again in the road in front of Trinity Church.  Jean also said that there was a memorial tree planted 
for King Charles II, but we didn’t locate it, probably as, at that time, it had started to rain and we 
were all looking for our umbrellas and getting our hoods out.  We continued to walk on the other 
side alongside Gentleman’s Row and met up with New River again.  All along the river was covered 
with a pleasant colour of green moss.  We stopped to look at the swans and ducks swimming along 
in a straight line, which seemed really strange!   
 

At the top end we could walk over a bridge into the Crown and Horseshoes Pub, where we had 
planned to have a meal together.  We moved quickly as it was still drizzling.  Inside we moved a few 
tables closer so that we could all sit together.  We each ordered our drinks and meal and sat and 
chatted.  We had a good meal despite the weather and not being able to sit in the garden where the 
picnic tables are.  There was a considerable amount of talk whilst eating.  We decided to finish and 
get back to our return travel arrangements between the showers.  Overall, it was a positive time 
together. 
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(Thanks to Estelle and Clem Müller for making arrangements and for this article.) 
 
Ruby Jubilee 
 

On 23rd July, it was 40 years to the day since Jim was ordained at Winchmore Hill URC and inducted 
to ‘Social and Educational Chaplaincy’, the third of five ministers to have been ‘grown’ in this 
congregation.  Jim’s was a pioneering mode of ministry and he explained something of his sense of 
call and journey in the ministry.  The Bible readings for the day elaborated: 
 

God saw the potential in an unlikely character, Jacob, as we should, realising God provided the 
opportunity for Jacob to use it.  Jesus, in the parable of the ‘wheat’ and ‘weeds’ calls both to live 
together, as we must, sceptical and questioning perhaps, discreetly defensive perhaps, aware that 
we might be seeing wrongly and missing what God knows, what’s deep down in all our hearts. 
 

Rev Jack Beeson, minister 1970-1991 and now aged 90, returned with his 
son, Christopher.  He read from the Old Testament with the voice of a 
prophet and sang lustily, as ever.  In fact, everyone participating contributed 
with sincerity and commitment and then went on to enjoy wine, canapés, 
soft drinks and reminiscences.  It was, at the same time, a moving and deeply 
meaningful celebration.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 With Mum and Dad and sister Pamela 1983 Still smiling 2023 
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  At the service we contributed to two charities and have been able to send £125 to each of them. 
 

Supports and partners with 
local churches to enable every 
child in North London to hear 
stories from the Bible that are a 

part of our heritage and culture, and to 
understand and make informed choices about 
Christian beliefs.  As part of his ministry, Jim was 
chair of the Project during its implementation 
phase, 1990 – 1993. 

Ran by volunteers, this charity 
provides food, warm clothing, 
bedding and medical assistance 
to refugees living in the UK, 

Northern France and Belgium.  Currently there is 
an appeal to help asylum seekers at the former 
RAF barracks at Wethersfield.  This is a cause 
strongly supported by our local congregations.   

 
 
ENFIELD LIVING MEMORIAL 

Those on the Church Walk visited the memorial in the Town Park.  This is a group of 30 trees planted 
in the shape of a heart, in memory of all those who were lost to Covid, in Enfield. 
 

 
The sculpture below will soon to be put in place to complete the site which provides a quiet place 
for everyone to acknowledge their loss and grief. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Elders Meetings are planned for Thursdays 14th September and 12th October at 19.00 in the Chaplin 
Parlour, if needed.   
 

Our quarterly Church Meeting did not take place in June but we anticipated that after the service 
one Sunday in September.  May I suggest the 24th? (Ed) 
 

The Local Area Group Steering Committee will meet on Wednesday 6th September at 19.30, at 
Broxbourne Church.  Nominated members vote (when necessary) but members of all the churches 
are welcome to attend and join in discussion. 
 

Churches Together 
 

Praying together for the churches and the needs of our area. 
Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and Grange Park 
 

Normally first & third Tuesdays:  
5th and 19th September, 3rd and 17th October, 10.30-11.15  
 

Forum meeting at 19.30 on Tuesday 26th September 
provisionally at WH Baptist Church.  Everyone welcome. 

 

Zoom Link for prayer together (Meeting ID: 746 8020 4904 Passcode: 8zq1F7) 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74680204904?pwd=TjJhQnBIYVVuUzNRY3ZXQTJ6MHEzQT09  

 
Copy deadline for news to share in November, please, by Saturday 21st October. 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74680204904?pwd=TjJhQnBIYVVuUzNRY3ZXQTJ6MHEzQT09
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Moving  
Stories  

Committed to supporting our global partners ZIMBABWE 

 

Batsirai Byanutete, lives in the Mutoko District in 
Zimbabwe. He is a young man who has had his life 
turned around by the intervention of our Christian Aid 
partner. Christian Aid has assisted with the help of 
indigenous knowledge, doing brilliant work in 
identifying indigenous plants and shrubs that can be 
carefully combined into livestock feed. These bushes 
and plants are processed using a Christian Aid 
supplied milling machine. The product is then bagged 
and stored, ready for sale.  
 

This highly nutritious supplement is given to animals 
in lean times (like now) and just before market. The 
animals are healthier, which means that the 
community is healthier too.  
 

Your support for Commitment for Life, means that 
Batsirai Byamutete, instead of hanging out with 
directionless youths, drinking and getting into 
mischief, has a sense of purpose now that his milling 
expertise is much valued by the community. 

Harvest service 

In July 2023 our Programme Officer 
Kevin Snyman travelled to Zimbabwe. 
He concentrated his visit in the north-
east and south-east of the country, 
visiting our Christian Aid partners to 
and hearing the good news stories 
from locals who have benefitted so 
enormously from our partnership. 
“I’m grateful to the Christian Aid 
Country Team that facilitated our 
visit,” says Kevin.  “The hospitality was 
always so generously offered, and I 
saw many examples of how effective 
our work in the region has been.” 
 
This year’s harvest service focuses on 
Zimbabwe. You can find and 
download the PDF, Word, and Power-
Points for your Harvest service on our 
Commitment for Life website under 
“order or download resources” and 
scroll down to ‘services of worship’. 
 
Prayer  

Thank you, Jesus, for your presence in 
our lives.  We bless and praise you for 
the many gifts you pour so generously 
into our lives.  May we be transformed 
by the infilling of your Holy Spirit to 
perfectly love you through our care 
and support for our neighbour in 
need. And, in so doing, may we 
increasingly come to resemble you. 
Amen. 

Photo: by Kevin Snyman, July 2023 
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Church Secretary: All enquiries should be made either by telephone to the Vestry answering service on 
020 8882 4776 or by e-mail to WHURC@btconnect.com  

 

Lettings:  Speak to Dave on 077 8061 6040 or e-mail: Lettings@winchmorehillurc.co.uk  
 

 The Bridge Editor:  Jim Gascoigne:  020 8886 7421 or the.manse@zen.co.uk  
 
 

 

World Communion  
of Reformed Churches 

 

http://wcrc.ch/
mailto:WHURC@btconnect.com
mailto:Lettings@winchmorehillurc.co.uk
mailto:the.manse@zen.co.uk
https://www.inclusive-church.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WinchmoreHillURC
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/Get-Involved/In-your-community/Faith-Groups/Fairtrade-Churches/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

